526                 CHARACTER  OF MARCELLUS.

the body of Hasdrubal, after the Metaurus, and aptly illus-
trates the weakness of the Romans in their slur against Han-
nibal for what they call his savage cruelty. The cry of Punic
Faith and the accusation that Hannibal was barbarous are
about on a par.

After this, for the Romans, lamentable event, Hannibal
moved forward and occupied the hill as a camp, perhaps
thinking he might see an opportunity of benefiting by the
temporary dismay of the Roman legions. Crispinus retired
to the protection of the hills and guarded himself carefully
against Hannibal's approach,

Marcellus was sixty years old. His military career had
been an enviable one. He had conquered the Gauls; he had
captured Syracuse, he had several times fought Hannibal
and only on one occasion been decisively defeated. This
last, despite the disparity of numbers in his favor, is praise
enough. He ought not to have conducted a simple reconnoi-
tring party which a subaltern might have headed; or, if he
did so, it should have been with more care or a larger force;
but this is small criticism. His death was a severe blow to
the Roman cause, and a large gain to Hannibal. While the
Carthaginian was unable to fight battles during this campaign,
he was skillful enough to strike smaller blows whose effect
was almost equal to a victory over a consular army. We
can scarcely sustain Livyin characterizing the ambuscade
at Bantia as " Carthaginian treachery."

The seal ring of Marcellus had fallen into Hannibal's pos-
session. Crispinus was afraid that he would use it for some
stratagem, and sent word to all the principal towns to be on
their guard against all things smelling of ruse. Hannibal
did in fact endeavor by its use to again secure possession of
Salapia. He needed to hold northern Apulia so as to retain
a means of joining hands with his brother Hasdrubal when he f
